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Innermost Coffin of 

Tutankhamen, 

tomb at Thebes, 

Egypt, Dynasty 

XVIII, 1323 BCE



• Tutankhamun was only the age of nine when he became king of Egypt during the 18th 
dynasty of the New Kingdom (c. 1332–1323 B.C.E.). 

• His story would have been lost to history if it were not for the discovery of his tomb in 
1922 by the archaeologist Howard Carter in the Valley of the Kings. 



Tutankhamun ruled after the 
Amarna age, when the pharaoh 
Akhenaten (Tutankhamun’s probable 

father) turned the religious attention 
of the kingdom to the worship of the 
god Aten, the sun disc. 

Akhenaten moved his capital city to 
the site of Akhetaten (also known as 
Amarna), in Middle Egypt—far from 
the previous pharaoh’s capital. 

After Akhenaton’s death and the 
rule of a short-lived pharaoh, 
Smenkhkare, Tutankhamen shifted 
the focus of the country’s worship 
back to the god Amun and returned 
the religious center back to Thebes.



History

• Tutankhamun married his half-sister, Ankhesenamun, 
but they did not produce an heir. This left the line of 
succession unclear. 

• Tutankhamun died at the young age of eighteen, 
leading many scholars to speculate on the manner of 
his death—chariot accident, murder by blow to the 
head, and even a hippopotamus attack! The answer 
is still unclear. 

• Tutankhamun’s much-older advisor (and possible 
step-grandfather), Ay, married the widowed 
Ankhesenamun and became pharaoh.



The Tomb



During the early twentieth century, Howard Carter, a British Egyptologist, 
excavated for many years in the Valley of the Kings—a royal burial ground 
located on the west bank of the ancient city of Thebes. He was running out of 
money to support his archaeological digs when he asked for funding for one 
more season from his financial backer, the fifth Earl of Carnarvon. Lord 
Carnarvon granted him one more year—and guess what they found?



“At first I could see 
nothing, the hot air 
escaping from the 

chamber causing the 
candle flame to 

flicker, but presently, 
as my eyes grew 

accustomed to the 
lights, details of the 

room within emerged 
slowly from the mist, 

strange animals, 
statues, and gold –

everywhere the glint 
of gold.”



The task of cataloguing the finds was an immense undertaking for the team. 

Carter spent a decade systematically recording the finds and having them photographed. 



The innermost coffin

• Tutankhamun’s sarcophagus (a box-like stone container) held not one but 
three coffins in which to hold the body of the king. 

• The outer two coffins were crafted in wood and covered in gold along with 
many semiprecious stones, such as lapis lazuli and turquoise. 

• The inner coffin, however, was made of solid gold. 
• When Howard Carter first came upon this coffin, it was not the shiny 

golden image we see in the Egyptian museum today. In his excavation 
notes, Carter states, it was “covered with a thick black pitch-like layer 
which extended from the hands down to the ankles. This was obviously an 
anointing liquid which had been poured over the coffin during the burial 
ceremony and in great quantity (some two buckets full).”



The image of the pharaoh is that of a god. The 
gods were thought to have skin of gold, bones of 
silver, and hair of lapis lazuli—so the king is 
shown here in his divine form in the afterlife. 
He holds the crook and flail, symbols of the king’s 
right to rule. 
The goddesses Nekhbet (vulture) and Wadjet
(cobra), inlaid with semiprecious stones, stretch 
their wings across his torso. Beneath these 
goddesses are two more—Isis and Nephthys—
etched into the gold lid.



The death mask of Tutankhamun
• The death mask is considered one of the masterpieces of 

Egyptian art. 

• It originally rested directly on the shoulders of the mummy inside 
the innermost gold coffin. 

• It is constructed of two sheets of gold that were hammered 
together and weighs 22.5 pounds (10.23 kg). 

• Tutankhamen is depicted wearing the striped nemes headdress
(the striped head-cloth typically worn by pharaohs in ancient 
Egypt) with the goddesses Nekhbet and Wadjet depicted again 
protecting his brow. 

• He also wears a false beard that further connects him to the 
image of a god as with the inner coffin. 

• He wears a broad collar, which ends in terminals shaped as falcon 
heads. 

• The back of the mask is covered with Spell 151b from the Book of 
the Dead, which the Egyptians used as a road map for the 
afterlife. This particular spell protects the various limbs of 
Tutankhamun as he moves into the underworld.



• Tutankhamen= son of Akhenaton?

• Ruled for a decade and died at 18 years old

• Tomb treasures uncovered in 1922

• Very minor figure in Egyptian history, we remember 
him solely from his tomb’s treasures

• Mummy inside of 3 coffins inside one another

• 1/4 ton of beaten gold

• Death mask- covered the king’s face inside of coffin

• Gold with inlaid semiprecious stones

• Sensitive portrayal of the young king

in his official uniform

Tomb Video Link

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ancient-art-civilizations/egypt-art/new-kingdom/v/fragment
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Egyptian Art Death mask and innermost coffin of Tutankhamen

Dynasty XVIII 1323 BC

Tutankhamen inherited the 

throne when he was only 8 

years old.  The high officials 

around the young pharaoh 

made many of the decisions for 

the young ruler.

Tutankhamen only ruled  for 

only 10 years, and died when 

he was 18 years old.  His death 

and funeral were sudden, and 

many scholars believe that it 

was no accident.  

The evidence of his murder lies 

in bone fragments found in his 

skull, and the lacking attention 

to detail in his burial tomb.  The 

lacking detail suggests a 

hurried burial, which is a 

suspicious considering the 

status of Tutankhamen.
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Scientific studies of the 

remains of Tutankhamen  

have lead researchers to 

believe that he had two rare 

spinal cord diseases.  His 

spinal cord had a slight curve 

to it and the vertebrate were 

non-flexible where they met 

his skull.  

The result of these rare 

diseases caused the pharaoh 

to  need  a walking stick as 

well as restricted the turning 

of his head.

Many depictions of the 

pharaoh illustrate him using a 

cane with his feet twisted 

beneath his body.

Death mask and innermost coffin of Tutankhamen

Dynasty XVIII 1323 BC



Griffin Institute Link

http://www.griffith.ox.ac.uk/discoveringTut/
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Last Judgement of Hunefer, his tomb at Thebes, 
Egypt, Dynasty XIX, 1290-1280 BCE



• Hunefer and his wife 
Nasha lived during the 
Nineteenth Dynasty, in 
around 1310 B.C.E.. 

• He was a "Royal Scribe" and 
"Scribe of Divine Offerings." 
He was also "Overseer of 
Royal Cattle," and steward of 
King Sety I. 

• These titles indicate that he held 
prominent administrative 
offices, and would have been 
close to the king. The location of 
his tomb is not known, but he 
may have been buried at 
Memphis.



The centerpiece of the upper 
scene is the mummy of 
Hunefer, shown supported by 
the god Anubis (or a priest 
wearing a jackal mask). 
Hunefer's wife and daughter 
mourn, and three priests 
perform rituals. 

The two priests with white 
sashes are carrying out the 
Opening of the Mouth ritual. 

The white building at the right 
is a representation of the 
tomb, complete with portal 
doorway and small pyramid.

Both these features can be seen in real tombs of this date from Thebes. 

To the left of the tomb is a picture of the stela which would have stood to one side of the 
tomb entrance. Following the normal conventions of Egyptian art, it is shown much larger 
than normal size, in order that its content (the deceased worshipping Osiris, together 
with a standard offering formula) is absolutely legible



The scene reads from left to right. To the left, Anubis brings Hunefer into the judgement 
area. Anubis is also shown supervizing the judgement scales. Hunefer's heart, represented 
as a pot, is being weighed against a feather, the symbol of Maat, the established order of 
things, in this context meaning 'what is right'. The ancient Egyptians believed that the heart 
was the seat of the emotions, the intellect and the character, and thus represented the 
good or bad aspects of a person's life. If the heart did not balance with the feather, then 
the dead person was condemned to non-existence, and consumption by the ferocious 
"devourer," the strange beast shown here which is part-crocodile, part-lion, and part-
hippopotamus.



However, as a papyrus devoted to ensuring Hunefer's continued existence in 
the Afterlife is not likely to depict this outcome, he is shown to the right, 
brought into the presence of Osiris by his son Horus, having become "true of 
voice" or "justified." This was a standard epithet applied to dead individuals in 
their texts. Osiris is shown seated under a canopy, with his sisters Isis 
and Nephthys. At the top, Hunefer is shown adoring a row of deities who 
supervise the judgement.
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Egyptian Art Last Judgment of Hu-Nefer, Dynasty 19 1290-1280 BCE

Hu-Nefer was the royal scribe to the pharaoh Seti I. 

This tomb painting depicts the jackal-headed god, Anubis, leading Hu-Nefer down the hall 

of judgment.  His soul has been favorably weighed and he is being brought by Horus to the 

presence of the green-faced Osiris.

This formula for imagery in Hu-Nefer’s tomb demonstrates a return to

the Old Kingdom funerary illustrations.



• Hunefer was a royal scribe

• Collection of spells and prayers- essential in 
wealthy tombs

• Represents the final judgment of the deceased

• His Book of the Dead was specifically 
produced for him

• Narrative story of mummy of Hunefer and god 
Anubis (priest wearing a jackal mask)

• Opening of the Mouth ritual

• Summary Link

• Video Link

• Book of the Dead Video Link

https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/ap-art-history/ancient-mediterranean-AP/ancient-egypt-ap/a/hunefer-book-of-the-dead
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/ap-art-history/ancient-mediterranean-AP/ancient-egypt-ap/v/judgement-in-the-presence-of-osiris-hunefer-s-book-of-the-dead
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ancient-art-civilizations/egypt-art/new-kingdom/v/papyrus-preserved-british-museum

